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Happy Easter!
We are in full swing around the
nursery here! Roses and citrus
are blooming and flying out the
door, our garden beds have
been planted for spring/summer
gardens. Veggies are thriving
and
loving
the not
too hot
and
not too
cold
weather and so are we! Come
take a peek at our vegetable
garden beds here to get some
ideas on how to get yours going!
Lady bugs and praying mantids
are just waiting to go home to
eat the bugs in your garden.

Are some of the native trees or
plants that are flowering playing with your allergies? We
have some of the raw local
honey to help combat allergies!
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April Garden Checklist
As the weather warms up you’ll have to begin
increasing the amount of water. Plants will
indicate when they need water by drooping, or
wilting. Note the time interval; this will tell you
just how many days your plants can go between
watering. With warm weather, expect to see
more aphids on vegetables, shrubs, and trees.
The best control is natural predators such as
ladybugs or praying mantids. If these are not
available, there are several organic and chemical
insecticides that we sell to do the job.
Grass: Begin Bermuda grass seeding when
nighttime temperatures are consistently 65
degrees or higher. Covering with mulch keeps
keep birds from eating the seed.
Trees/Shrubs: As the weather warms, adjust
your irrigation timer to water more frequently.
Deep, infrequent watering is much better than a
daily sprinkle. Tree water use increases rapidly
during this period of leafing out and gradually
higher air temperatures.
If the normally upright leaves of agaves or yucca
look wilted, the snout weevil may be the culprit.
Apply a systemic insecticide in spring as a
preventative measure.

again next year. Spring annuals can still be
planted, we do still have gazanias, bacopa,
alyssum, million bells, marigolds, and many
more! As well as summer annuals starting to
arrive such as vinca, angelonia, zinnia, salvia
and purslane.
Vegetables: It is time to redo your soil for
spring/summer gardening. The garden at the
nursery has been tilled already and Happy Frog
has been added to it for a more organic base.
Seeds you can plant now are: beans, cucumber,
melons, okra, summer squash, and green beans.
We have the starts for: eggplant, melons,
cucumber, squash, artichoke, tomatoes, peppers,
and asparagus. For best germination on seeds
keep the soil moist. Garden beds are going to
need water daily and as we get warmer watering
a couple times a day may be necessary.

Flowers: Allow your wildflowers to go to seed.
They will produce a natural healthy feast for
birds as well as reseeding themselves to come up

When visiting our nursery, check in on your smart phone or
write a recommendation, show an associate and receive 5%
off your entire purchase!
One use only. Some restrictions may apply.
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Pond plants make a happy pond
A big misconception in the pond industry is that
you can get away with a once a year cleaning
every spring to keep your pond looking great all
year.

Hardy Water lilies:
Hardy water lilies produce round leathery leaves
up to 1 foot across. They can be green or
splashed with brown. Their multi-pedaled flowers measure up to 6 inches across and come in
However, the truth is that a once a year cleaning white, pink, yellow, and red. Many have flowers
is not enough. It is best to think of a pond as a
that change color as they age, and most are lightsmall contained ecosystem. Water gardens and
ly scented. The flowers open in the morning and
aquariums are similar and both rely on filtration close at night. Unlike tropical water lilies, the
and a semi weekly 10% water change. The
flowers of hardy lilies float on the surface of the
easiest way to help keep you pond sparkling is to water, and the plants grow from rhizomes not tulet plants do most of the work!
bers.
In the nursery we carry 2 of the most important Besides being pleasing to the eye, water lilies do
types of pond plants, the marginal plants, and the a great deal to maintain the well-being of the
hardy water lilies.
ponds they inhabit. For one, they provide shade
to keep the water temperature down during the
hot summer months. By blocking out a lot of
Marginal plants:
Marginals are plants
sunlight, the lilies help to keep the algae growth
that thrive in soggy
down. Their shade also gives shelter to any fish
soil that is always
that may be in the pond, a respite from both the
covered with a small
sun and any predators that may be lurking nearamount of water, or
by. They also absorb nutrients in the water that
soil that occasionally
would normally feed these undesirable green
dries out and then beplants, keeping the water clear and clean looking.
comes re-saturated.
These plants will help
Purple Iris
filter the organic material that collects
along the outskirts of the environment, they also
help by providing shade to fish or lilies in the
pond and protection from the wind. Though their
roots grow under water, the majority of the plant
grows out and above the water. This diverse
group of plants is perfect to help soften the hardscape and create a natural transition from pond to
garden. To name a few marginal plants we will
carry: Iris, Ruellia, Hibiscus, Blue Lindernia and
more!

Lilies
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Color of the month: Yellow

Daisy
Brittlebush
Lady Banks
Gerber
Desert Marigold

Agave

Roses
Palo Verde
Yellow bush Daisy

Gopher Plant

Sunflower
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Color of the month plant profile: Desert
Marigold
This fast growing, short-lived perennial is native to much of the Southwest, where it grows
in sandy, gravelly soils. Bright yellow daisy-like
flowers appear spring through fall and may
bloom continuously at lower elevations. The
blossoms are carried far above the rosette of
wooly, silver-gray foliage on slender stems
Size (HxW): 1’x1’
Blooms: Yellow
Exposure: Full sun
Minimum Temperature: -10 degrees F
Water: Moderate-Low
Pruning: N/A
Growth: Fast
Fertilizer: N/A

Plant profile: Tombstone rose
A vigorous climber with rich green foliage on
thornless, slender branches. Miniature, yellow
double blooms have a slight fragrance. The prolific flowering creates a lovely springtime display. A splendid climber for arbors.
Size (HxW): 10’x15’ with support of trellis
Blooms: Yellow
Exposure: Full sun
Minimum Temperature: -10 Degrees F
Water: Moderate to high
Pruning: To shape annually
Growth: Moderate—Fast with more water
Fertilizer: Miller’s Rose and Flower food ot 20
-20-20 All Purpose
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Staff Picks: Red Justicia
Picked by: Brian B.
A native of Arizona and adjacent Mexico, this has been a “wild” plant until
recently. Red Justicia grows to 3 feet tall and has erect stems rather than a
broad, spreading growth habit. Bright red flowers appear in clusters at the
ends of the branches from spring to fall. Red justicia prefers full sun, but
does well in filtered sun. Unlike chuparosa, red justicia needs regular, weekly watering during the summer. The intense red flowers attract hummingbirds and provide striking contrast with the bright, evergreen heart-shaped
leaves. Justicia candicans’ lush green appearance makes it ideal for minioasis and transitional areas of the landscape.

Rillito Nursery & Garden Center has been serving Tucson since 1994. We are a
family owned and operated business striving to provide the ultimate nursery
experience and customer service. We supply the healthiest plants and highest
quality garden necessities. Spread out over three acres, we supply a wide
arrangement of annuals, shade plants, desert plants, roses, citrus, trees and
shrubs.
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Recipe from the garden: Sausage, spinach and ricotta cheese calzone
I have been wanting to find a good calzone recipe. I will be trying this soon!!!

Filling:
8 ounces Italian sausage
2 cups fresh spinach leaves
1/4 cup water
3/4 cup ricotta cheese
3/4 cup shredded mozzarella
cheese
1 egg
1 teaspoon Italian seasonings
1/2 teaspoon crushed red pepper
1/2 teaspoon garlic salt
Pizza sauce or marinara sauce

heat until cooked through; remove from skillet and drain excess fat. Add spinach and water to skillet; saute 1-2 minutes until spinach
is wilted and drain. Return the sausage to
pan.
3) Combine ricotta, mozzarella and egg in a
mixing bowl. Stir in Italian seasoning,
crushed red pepper and garlic, set aside.
4) To make calzones divide dough into
four portions. Roll 1 portion into an 8
inch circle on a floured surface. Spread
approximately 1/3 cup ricotta mixture in
center bottom half of dough. Top with
heaping 1/3 cup sausage spinach mixture leaving outer 1/2 inch free of filling. Fold top half of dough over filling.
Pull edge of lower crust over top; folding and pressing layers together to form
a seal. Carefully transfer to greased baking sheet. Cut 3-4 vents in top. Repeat
with remaining dough. Bake for 15-20
minutes until lightly browned. Transfer to
cooling rack to keep bottom crisp while
cooking slightly. Serve with pizza sauce or
marinara sauce for dipping.

Directions:
1) Preheat oven to 375 degrees F. Combine 1
cup flour, yeast, sugar and salt in a large
bowl. Add warm water and oil. Mix until
well blended. Gradually add enough remaining flour to make a soft dough. Dough
should form a ball and will be slightly sticky.
Knead* on a floured surface,, adding additional flour if necessary, until smooth and
elastic. Cover and let rest for about 30
minutes.
2) Cook sausage in skillet over medium high

Footnotes*
For a crisper crust, lightly brush calzones with
olive oil and sprinkle with coarse salt just before baking.
To knead the dough, add just enough flour to
the dough and your hands to keep the dough
from sticking. Flatten dough and fold it toward
you. Using the heels of your hands push the
dough away with a rolling motion. Rotate
dough a quarter and repeat the fold, push and
turn method. Use a little more flour if dough becomes too sticky.

Ingredients:
Crust:
1 1/2 cups all purpose flour, or more if needed
1 envelope active dry yeast
1 teaspoon sugar
3/4 teaspoon salt
2/3 cup warm water (100-110
degrees F)
1 tablespoon vegetable oil
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