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Welcome to Spring!
Spring has arrived! Bees are
plant, then sit back and let us
buzzing, plants are blooming, do the work for you! If you are
and business is booming! Come unsure of what plants you like
in a take a look at
or what would do
all the new stuff
well in your yard,
we are receiving;
we also have a
tomatoes,
designer on staff
peppers, potatoes,
who can help you
onion transplants,
plan out your yard
and a beautiful
and we can install
selection of herbs.
based on her
Get a head start
design. Give us a
on your spring
call for details!
garden!
An old Chinese proverb said it
Mature citrus with loads of
best “ The best time to plant a
blooms are just patiently
tree was 20 years ago, the
waiting to be planted in your
second best time is now.”
yard!
Let’s enjoy the gorgeous spring
in store for us!
Don’t forget we offer delivery This month bird baths will be
and planting! Pick your plants, 25% off! We have a lot to
arrange for us to deliver and
choose from!

In This Issue
Welcoming Spring!
Page 1
March Garden
Checklist
Page 2
Designed to be
Amazing
Page 3
Color of the month:
Purple
Page 4
Plant Profile: Desert
Diva, Lavender
Trumpet Vine
Page 5
Staff Pick: Blood
Flower Milkweed
Page 6
Recipe from the
Garden: Rhubarb Pie
Page 7

Rillito Nursery & Garden Center
6303 N La Cholla. Tucson AZ . 520-575-0995
Hours Mon-Sat 8am-5pm ~ Sun 10am-4pm
Page 1

Page by: Katie L

March Garden Checklist
Grass: Rye grass will start to die off as the
Bermuda starts to come back with our warmer
night time temperatures. The Bermuda can be
watered about once or twice a week now. You
can also start to lay sod for a nice spring and
summer lawn. Now is also the time to apply a
pre-emergence before the soil temperatures get
too warm for weeds to start
popping up all over the
place!

annuals will still be going for a couple more
months before we get really hot. Keep them
looking nice by picking off any spent blooms,
and fertilizing with a well balanced fertilizer.

Vegetables: Typically the best date to change out
your garden soil and start your seeds for the
spring/ summer garden is
March 15, that’s when we
will be doing our gardens
here at the nursery. Our
Trees/Shrubs: You can
garden will be getting
start to trim out the frost
doctored up with some really
damage from your plants,
good organic material. I will
be careful not to trim too
start with two bags of Happy
much out or you may be
Frog Potting Soil, then 4 bags
losing some of the new
of Happy Frog Soil
growth for spring. Stone
Conditioner, then sprinkle a
fruits can now be fertilized with a fertilizer that little bit of Miller’s Rose and Flower Food (5-8has micro-nutrients in it, we carry Ferti-lome
5). Best gardens I’ve had in years has been with
Fruit, Citrus and Pecan tree food. Now is one of using good organic material.
the best times to plant trees and shrubs, it is best You can start the following seeds now: beans,
to get them in the ground and allow time for the corn, cucumbers, melons, okra, green onions,
roots to become established before the heat of
pumpkins, squash, and sunflowers. We do have
the summer.
the starts for: artichokes, eggplant, peppers, and
tomatoes. Old herbs can be trimmed back and
Flowers: You can start using fertilizer in your
fertilized to encourage new growth. Herb
garden beds to help prepare them for the Spring transplants we have at the moment are: Parsley,
garden crops. A fertilizer with a high nitrogen
sage, rosemary, thyme, and mint.
and phosphorous will be the best to use. Winter

When visiting our nursery, check in on your smart phone or
write a recommendation, show an associate and receive 5%
off your entire purchase!
One use only. Some restrictions may apply.
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As it says in the banner, Happy frog soils
and fertilizers, were indeed designed to be
amazing. Their natural and organic blend
of bat guano, earthworm castings, and so
much more make this soil
nearly impossible to beat.
This is all I have used in our
veggie beds here at the
nursery the past 5 years and
I have seen results far better
than ever before. I use mainly the Soil Conditioner
mixed with existing soil and
a some Happy Frog Potting
Soil.
The fertilizer that can be used in veggie
beds is the tomato and vegetable blend. It
is a 7-4-5, it is a granular that can be used
monthly. This will help keep the good
organic material in the ground all
throughout the growing season.
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Other great liquid fertilizers are the Big
Bloom and Grow Big, these are also great
low nitrogen fertilizers that can be used
more frequently than the granular. They
can be used weekly to once every two
weeks.

Fruit trees also like a good
natural fertilizer monthly. For
that I would recommend the
Fruit and Flower fertilizer
from Happy Frog. You could
also use this on any flowers
you may have!
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Color of the month: Purple

Mnt. Laurel

Iris

Lavendar

Meadow Sage

Roses

Trumpet Vine

Purple Heart

Ruellia

Desert Willow
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Color of the month plant profile: Desert Diva
This is a new variety of desert willow from one
of our Phoenix growers! Deep, emerald green
leaves contrast nicely with velvety white buds.
Most often, buds are a good indicator of flower
color, but with this one there is a twist. The
pearlescent buds open to a deep, dark, purple
burgundy flowers creating a dramatic, over the
top display
Size: 30’x30’
Blooms: Burgundy
Exposure: Full sun
Minimum Temperature: -10 degrees F
Water: Moderate
Pruning: To shape when dormant
Growth: Moderate– slow
Fertilizer: Fertilome tree and shrub food after
being planted for at least a year.

Plant profile: Lavender trumpet vine
An easy to grow, robust, woody tropical vine
that easily attaches itself to fences and arbors
with tightly clinging tendrils. The blanket of
large, glossy, dark green leaves is a lovely
contrast to the light lavender, trumpet-like
flowers that have dark venation, giving them a
painted appearance. Blooms continuously
throughout summer.
Size: 15’x10’12’
Blooms: Lavender
Exposure: Part shade-full sun
Minimum Temperature: 10 degrees F
Water: Moderate to high
Growth: Moderate
Fertilizer: Maxsea Acid monthly.
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Staff Picks: Milkweed Blood Flower
Picked By: Deb B.

Pros:

Bloodflower milkweed is a twiggy
perennial, growing up to 3’ tall, but
usually less. The dense foliage can be an
attractive purple-green color. Flowers
occur in clusters near
the top of the plant and
are brilliant reddishorange (there is a
golden-colored flower
form named Silky Gold
available). Blooming
can happen
sporadically and if well
-watered and kept from
frost it may bloom year-round. This
milkweed is native to much of tropical
America, and is found in (and may be
native to) the tropical deciduous forest of
Sonora. Milkweeds are a favorite larval
food plant of Queen and Monarch
butterflies.

Top plant for monarch egg laying
Monarch butterflies and others use as a
nectar source
A favorite source of nectar fuel for the
monarch
migration
Showy red and
yellow blossoms
all summer
Seeding is not an
issue in annual
zones
Easy to transplant
Deer and rabbit resistant
Can Still flower while it produces
seed- Blooms all season
Cons:
Aphids

Rillito Nursery & Garden Center has been serving Tucson since 1994. We are a
family owned and operated business striving to provide the ultimate nursery
experience and customer service. We supply the healthiest plants and highest
quality garden necessities. Spread out over three acres, we supply a wide
arrangement of annuals, shade plants, desert plants, roses, citrus, trees and
shrubs.
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Recipe from the Garden: Fresh Rhubarb Pie
I recently got a brand new oven and stove. I am looking for new things to
make I will be making this very soon!
Ingredients:
4 cups fresh chopped rhubarb
1 1/3 cups white sugar
6 tablespoons flour
1 tablespoon butter
Double pie crust store bought or homemade
Directions:
1. Preheat oven to 450* F
2. Combine sugar and flour. Sprinkle 1/4 of it over pastry in pie plate. Heap
the rhubarb over this mixture and sprinkle the remaining sugar and flour..
Dot with small pieces of butter. Cover with the top crust.
3. Place the pie on the lowest rack in the oven. Bake for 15 minutes, then
reduce the oven temperature to 350*F and continue baking for 40-45
minutes or until crust is golden brown. Serve warm or cold.
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