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Happy Halloween!
Dwarf citrus and avocadoes
have finally arrived!
Brand new 2020 seeds are out
on our racks waiting to be
sowed into the warm soil. Fall
and winter veggie starts are here
and on our tables.
A very large
selection of herbs
awaits your
planters at home!
Don’t forget
godetia will be
coming in this
month. If you want to plant a
flat (16 plants) or more call us
to be put on our godetia list and
we will call when they come in
and hold them until end of
business that day!
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Camellias have arrived! If you
have a full shade area that you
are looking for winter color to
fill, the camellia might just be
the plant for you!
On Halloween
we will have
shortened hours.
We will be open
from 8-4
Thursday
October 31st.
We hope
everyone has a
fun and safe
holiday!
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Page 1

Page by: Katie L

October Garden Checklist
Grass: The first two weeks of October is the
average window for planting winter lawns.
Perennial Rye will provide a deep green lawn.
Mow existing Bermuda lawns to about one half
inch. Sow at the rate of 10 to 15 pounds per
1,000 square feet. After initial soaking, water
three or four times a day for 3-5 minutes to keep
the seeds moist. Keep moist for about two weeks
until the seed germinates and then water once a
day. After mowing cut back watering to 3 times
a week and deeper soak.

Continue to fertilize roses as the weather cools,
they are going to send out another beautiful
display of color. Keep the spent blooms dead
headed.
Sowing seeds for native wildflowers now will
make sure you get your display of spring color!

Vegetables: We just tilled our garden beds here
at the nursery and have planted our seeds for:
carrots, radishes, lettuce, peas, celery, broccoli,
cauliflower, brussels sprouts, and kale. There are
,many more veggies you can plant.
Trees/Shrubs: October is the best time to plant We have received the bulbs of onions, and
here in the desert. Water newly planted shrubs
garlic to plant now. Transplants are already
and trees everyday. Cut back the frequency of
arriving to get a head start on your garden.
watering after temperatures have dropped below Cilantro will be in as soon as we are out of the
80 degrees, continue to water deeply.
90s for good.
Cleaning out dead branches from the interior of
fruit trees will help when harvesting fruit. Make
sure that suckers are all removed from below the
graft line of citrus.
Flowers: This is the season for planting flowers
such as: dianthus, geraniums, petunias, snap
dragons, pansies, violas, and marigolds. Don’t
forget to get on our list if you want godetia it
will be coming in soon and you don’t want to
miss it.
Lobelia and alyssum make great borders and
help make other colors stand out.

When visiting our nursery, check in on your smart phone or
write a recommendation, show an associate and receive 5%
off your entire purchase!
One use only. Some restrictions may apply.
Page 2

Page by: Katie L

Camellias in the desert
Camellias in the desert? Well, camellias are one
of the very few plants that do well in shade and
bloom for you during our winters.

sun. Here they do not want any direct sunlight.

Camellias need well draining soil, if going in a
pot we recommend a Black Gold All Purpose
They are evergreen, will take our colder winters, potting soil. For planting in the ground, dig a
with minimum temperatures of –10 degrees
hole twice as wide and as deep as the container
Fahrenheit, and bloom throughout winter to early the plant comes in. Then mix compost with the
spring.
backfill soil at about a 50:50 ratio and water
thoroughly.
There are varieties that will grow taller and are
great for background plants or tall accents along One of the biggest mistake we see people make
a wall and there are varieties that grow shorter,
when planting, is planting depth. It is important
like groundcovers! All
that the top of the root ball is even
will do fine in a pot or in
or at most 1/4” higher than the
the ground, and some
surrounding soil. Do not plant
have a sweet, lovely
deeper by covering up more of the
fragrance.
trunk as that can cause a slow
suffocation as well as introducing
As far as colors, they
rot.
come in a large variety
of reds, pinks, and
It helps to add a root stimulator
whites. So when do you
when planting to help prevent
plant them? Now!
transplant shock and follow up
Actually anytime is fine,
with a mulch to help keep the
but we are going to be
roots cool. Make sure the mulch
receiving our annual
remains away from the base of the
shipment, now is the
trunk as it could facilitate rot.
time for the best selection and you get to enjoy Once established, water when the top 3” of soil is
their colorful flowers this winter.
dry and add an acid fertilizer like the Maxsea
Acid during late blooming.
We will receive several varieties of both
For potted camellias, watering will need to be
japonicas and sasanquas, including the ever
more frequent, but still let the top 3” of soil to
popular red ‘Yuletide’, pink ‘April
dry out between watering's. You will also need to
Remembered’, white ‘Nuccio’s Gem’, and the oh fertilize once a month, except during the heat of
so striking double red “Nuccio’s Bella Rossa’.
the summer.
Camellias in the desert need shade.
They perform best on the North or East sides of a
house under a patio or where they get filtered
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Color of the month: Purple and Orange

Roses

Purple Leaf Plum

Purple fountain
grass

Pottery

Succulents
Fringe Flower
Kumquat

Tecoma

Purple Heart
Calendula

Lantana

Lotus
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Plant profile: Fringe Flower
Size ( H x W): 6’-8’
Blooms: Purple/Red
Exposure: Full Sun
Minimum Temperature: 20
Degrees F
Water: Moderate-High
Pruning: Selective in spring
Growth: Moderate
Fertilizer: Maxsea Acid 14-18-14
Monthly

Plant profile: Calendula
Size (H x W): 1’-2’
Blooms: Orange
Exposure: Full sun winter annual
Minimum Temperature: 25 degrees
F
Water: Moderate– High
Pruning: Dead head old blooms
Growth: Moderate
Fertilizer: 20-20-20 All purpose
weekly-biweekly.
*Bonus: The flowers are edible!
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Staff Picks: Russian Sage
Picked by: Brian B

reach a height of 4 feet (with a spread of 3
feet) or greater if you do not prune them
annually.

Russian sage is a low-maintenance,
drought-tolerant shrub (when established),
making it a great choice for xeriscaping.
Its long blooming period is valued by
Russian sage has fragrant foliage and
those who seek a flower bed that remains
attracts hummingbirds, honey bees, and
in bloom throughout the growing season.
butterflies. Like many
This bush produces
aromatic plants, they are
panicles of small,
also deer-resistant, and
bluish-lavender flowers
rabbits are unlikely to
throughout the summer.
eat them. Its fine texture
Not to be outdone by
makes Russian sage a
its flowers, the plant's
good choice if you're
stems and foliage make
seeking contrast with
a strong statement of
plants exhibiting a
their own, perhaps even
coarser texture.
outstripping the floral
display as the chief
reason to grow the
bush. A graceful perennial with silver
stems (so chalky in appearance they
sometimes seem to be white) and feathery,
silvery leaves, Russian sage plants can
Rillito Nursery & Garden Center has been serving Tucson since 1994. We are a
family owned and operated business striving to provide the ultimate nursery
experience and customer service. We supply the healthiest plants and highest
quality garden necessities. Spread out over three acres, we supply a wide
arrangement of annuals, shade plants, desert plants, roses, citrus, trees and
shrubs.
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Recipe from the garden: Roasted Red pepper and
Feta Dip
Here is a dip that can be served with chips 2. Roast 30 to 35 minutes or until pepper
or veggies.
skins are blistered and onion and garlic
are tender. Wrap vegetables in the foil.
Ingredients:
Let stand 15 minutes. Peel and discard
2 red sweet peppers
skins from peppers.
1 onion, cut into 1/2 inch thick wedges
3. Place peppers and onions in a food
4 cloves garlic (unpeeled)
processor or blender. Squeeze garlic
2 tablespoons
from the
olive oil
peels into
1 cup crumbled
blender. Add
feta cheese (4oz)
remaining
2 tablespoons
olive oil and
lemon juice
the next five
2 tablespoons
ingredients
fresh oregano
(Feta cheese,
leaves
lemon juice,
1/4 teaspoon
oregano, salt,
kosher salt
and red
1/8 teaspoon
pepper
crushed red
flakes).
pepper
Cover and
Pita Chips or Cut up veggies
pulse until nearly smooth, scraping
sides occasionally.
Directions:
4. Transfer dip to a service bowl. If
1. Preheat oven to 425*. Line a baking
desired, top with additional oregano.
sheet with foil. Cut sweet peppers in
half. Remove and discard stems, seeds
and membranes. Place pepper havles,
cut sides down, on the prepared baking
sheet. Arrange onion wedges and garlic
on the baking sheet with pepper halves.
Brush vegetables and garlic with some
of the olive oil.
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